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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim I (currently amended): An octothorp-shaped chassis frame formed by joiaing 
an end portion of a joining member in abutting contact with an outer face of a joined member, 
wherein 

the joining member is formed of a hollow pipe, the end portion of the joining 
member is gradually expanded at least in extending direction of the joined member to form a 
j^i^^ made integrally with th e joining member and expanded in a flared skirt shape, and an 
outer edge of the joint is brought into contact with and welded to the outer face of the joined 
member to join the joining member to the outer face of the joined member. 

Claim 2 (original): The chassis frame according to claim I, wherein the joining 
member is a side member and the joined member is an end cross member. 

Claim 3 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1., wherein the joining 
member is a cross member and the joined member is a side member. 

Claim 4 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1 , wherein both the joining 
member and joined member are formed of pipes having circular sectional shapes and the outer 
edge of the joint is substantially in a circular arc shape following a pattern of the outer face of 
the joined member in a side view. 

Claim 5 (original): The chassis frame according to claim I , wherein tlie joining 
member is a pipe having a circular sectional sliape, the joined member is a pipe having a 
rectangular sectional shape, and the outer edge of the joint is substantially in a linear shape 
following a pattern of the outer face of the joined member in a side view. 

Claim 6 (original): The chassis frame according to claiin 1, wherein the outer edge of 
the joint is in a shape following a pattern of the outer face of the joined member in a side view 
and is in an elliptic shape having a diameter in an extending direction of the joined member 
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greater lhan that of a diameter in an orthogonal direction to the extending direction of the 
joined member in a front view. 

Claim 7 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1 , wherein the outer edge of 
the joint is in a shape following a pattern of the outer face of the joined member in a side 
view, and is in a cross shape respectively extending in an extending direction of the joined 
member and in an orthogonal direction to the extending direction of the joined member in a 
front view. 

Claim 8 (original): The chassfis frame according to claim 1, wherein the joint is 
symmetric respectively in an extending direction of the joined member and in an orthogonal 
direction to the extending direction of the joined member with respect to an axial direction of 
the joining member. 

Claim 9 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1 , wherein the joining 
member is joined in abutting contact with the outer face of the joined member to be 
orthogonal wth respect to the outer face thereof in a plan view and a side view. 

Claim 10 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1, wherein the joining 
member is joined in abutting contact with the outer face of the joined member to be oblique 
with respect to the outer face thereof in a plan view. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1, wherein the joining 
member is joined in abutting contact with the outer face of the joined member to be oblique 
with respect to the outer face thereof in a side view. 

Claim 12 (original): The chassis frame according to claim 1, wherein each joint is 
provided with a swelling rib forming a groove recessed from the outer face of the joined 
member. 
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Claim 13 (currently amended): A method of manufacturing an octothorp-shaped 
chassis frame formed by joining an end portion of a joining member formed of a hollow pipe 
in abutting contact with an outer face of a joined member, wherein 

the joining member joins to the outer face of the joined member by welding an 
outer edge of a flared -skirt-shaped joint made integrally with the joining member and formed 
at the end portion of the joining member by bringing into contact with the outer face of the 
joined member; 

the flared-skirt-shaped joint formed at the end portion of the joining member is 
formed, using a forming punch comprising a base portion having a surface followng a pattern 
of the outer face of the joined member, and a flared-skirt-shaped protruding portion 
protruding from the base portion in a protruding direction aligned with a direction in which 
the joining member joins to the joined member, by pushing the flared-skirt-shaped protruding 
portion of the forming punch into the end portion of the position-fixed joining member by 
aligning the protruding direction of the flared-skirt-shaped protruding portion with an axial 
direction of the joining member, to expand the end portion of the joining member by the 
flared-skirt-shaped protruding portion; 

the protruding portion is a substantially truncated cone shape including an 
upper end face having a shape identical to an inside shape of the joining member, a lower end 
face having an outer edge having a shape following a pattern of the surface of the base portion 
in a side view, and a curved face connecting the upper end face and the Jower end face: and 

said outer edge of the l ower end face in a front view is in a shape at least larger 
in an extending dire ction than an outer diameter of the upper end face in the extending 
direction . 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The method of manufacturing a chassis frame 
according to claim 13, wherein 

the forming punch inoluddo a protruding portion oubstantially in a truncated 
oono ohgpo formed of an upper end face in a shopo idontical to on inaide ahap o of tho joining 
member, a lowor end face having an outer odg o in n aide viow hoving a shape following o 
pottom of tho surface of tho baao portion which followEs tho outer face of tho join o d mombo r 

am* 
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the outer edge in a front view in an elliptic shape having a major axis in an 
extending direction of the joined member and a minor axis in the orthogonal direction to the 
extending direction of the joined memberf[, and]] 

a cun^od fgoc connecting the upper end face and tho low e r end faco . 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The method of manufacturing a chassis frame 
according to claim 1 3 , wherein 

the forming punch includoa q protruding portion oubotantially in a truncated 
cone Ghapo formed of an upper end fac e in a shape identical to an inside ohap o of tho joining 
member, a lower end faco having an outer edge in a side vi e w having a shapo following a 
pattern of the surface of the baoo portion which follows tho outor fac e of die join e d memb e r 

vtivst 

the outer edge in a front view having a cross shape extending respectively in an 
extending direction and in an orthogonal direction to the extending direction of the joined 
meraber[[, and]] 

a curv e d fac e connecting tho upper end fac e and the low e r end faco > 
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